EARLY   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
He typified, moreover, not only the extreme
bellicosity of the Germans but also their imperial
ambitions. He got himself crowned as * Roman
Emperor/ and under that fictitious title he claimed
jurisdiction over the Orbis Terrarum, that is to say,
over all the vast dominions that had once acknow-
ledged the authority of the Western Caesars.
Rarely, however, has an effort to attain Weltmacht
led to a more disastrous Niedergang. Charlemagne
himself, it is true, in spite of the dissipation of his
energies, completed his reign without catastrophe.
But his weaker successors, in snatching at the bauble
of universal dominion, lost the substantial reality of
the German kingship. In particular their vain
struggles to maintain themselves in Italy, and seat
themselves at Rome, brought them into such violent
conflict with fulminating popes, patriotic princes,
and independent city-states, that their power was
broken and they were reduced to impotence even
in Frankland itself.
Frankland, moreover, became disintegrated soon
after Charlemagne's death. Its two disparate parts,
'Neustria* and 'Austrasia/ were with difficulty kept
together under the rule of Charles's feeble son,
Lewis the Pious (A.D. 814-840). His demise was
followed by a ferocious civil war between his three
heirs, Lothar, Lewis, and Charles. The struggle
was terminated by a famous tripartite settlement,
the Treaty of Verdun (A.D. 843). Lewis kept the
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